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Mother Most Admirable
We once wrote: To admire the Virgin Mary is a desire for spiritual unity with Her, a desire to celebrate an entirely mystical and spiritual marriage with our heavenly Mother. Admiration is not merely delight, ecstasy, enchantment. It is also the desire to become what Mary is. Above all, it is the will to become one. We contemplate beauty to possess beauty. We possess beauty by becoming the beauty of the beauty contemplated, admired, and enjoyed. We should all stand before the Virgin Mary like the bridegroom of the Song of Songs.
Where has your lover gone, O most beautiful among women? Where has your lover gone that we may seek him with you? My lover has come down to his garden, to the beds of spice, To browse in the garden and to gather lilies. My lover belongs to me and I to him; he browses among the lilies. You are as beautiful as Tirzah, my beloved, as lovely as Jerusalem, as awe-inspiring as bannered troops. Turn your eyes from me, for they torment me. Your hair is like a flock of goats streaming down from Gilead. Your teeth are like a flock of ewes which come up from the washing, All of them big with twins, none of them thin and barren. Your cheek is like a half-pomegranate behind your veil.
There are sixty queens, eighty concubines, and maidens without number - One alone is my dove, my perfect one, her mother's chosen, the dear one of her parent. The daughters saw her and declared her fortunate, the queens and concubines, and they sang her praises; Who is this that comes forth like the dawn, as beautiful as the moon, as resplendent as the sun, as awe-inspiring as bannered troops? I came down to the nut garden to look at the fresh growth of the valley, To see if the vines were in bloom. if the pomegranates had blossomed. Before I knew it, my heart had made me the blessed one of my kinswomen. (Sg 6,1-12).
Everything about the Virgin Mary must be admired, for everything in Her is worthy of praise, admiration, and celebration. Everything in Her is most holy and most pure.
Turn, turn, O Shulammite, turn, turn, that we may look at you! Why would you look at the Shulammite as at the dance of the two companies? How beautiful are your feet in sandals, O prince's daughter! Your rounded thighs are like jewels, the handiwork of an artist. Your navel is a round bowl that should never lack for mixed wine. Your body is a heap of wheat encircled with lilies. Your breasts are like twin fawns, the young of a gazelle. Your neck is like a tower of ivory. Your eyes are like the pools in Heshbon by the gate of Bath-rabbim. Your nose is like the tower on Lebanon that looks toward Damascus. 
You head rises like Carmel; your hair is like draperies of purple; a king is held captive in its tresses. G How beautiful you are, how pleasing, my love, my delight! Your very figure is like a palm tree, your breasts are like clusters. I said: I will climb the palm tree, I will take hold of its branches. Now let your breasts be like clusters of the vine and the fragrance of your breath like apples, And your mouth like an excellent wine - that flows smoothly for my lover, spreading over the lips and the teeth. I belong to my lover and for me he yearns. Come, my lover, let us go forth to the fields and spend the night among the villages. Let us go early to the vineyards, and see if the vines are in bloom, If the buds have opened, if the pomegranates have blossomed; There will I give you my love. The mandrakes give forth fragrance, and at our doors are all choice fruits; Both fresh and mellowed fruits, my lover, I have kept in store for you. (Sg 7,1-14). 
How can one remain cold, indifferent, apathetic, dead before a beauty so high, sublime, powerful, captivating, a beauty that conquers the heart and seduces it unto death? If we do not admire the Virgin Mary, we attest before the entire world all the poverty of our faith when we turn to Her only to obtain some grace. Mary is not merely the dispenser of impossible graces. She is the true way to the contemplation of divine beauty, to the admiration of Her transcendence and eternal holiness. Virgin Mary, Mother of the Redemption, grant us the grace to admire You, to marvel before Your beauty. Reveal Yourself in all Your splendour. Show Yourself in the light with which God has clothed You. Angels and Saints, sustain our desire.
Today we must necessarily add: Since the Virgin Mary is Mother of the Church and Mother of Christ, we, who are children of such a beautiful Mother, must, through our spiritual beauty, make the entire Church beautiful and worthy of admiration; Christ Jesus beautiful and worthy of admiration; the Holy Spirit beautiful and worthy of admiration; the heavenly Father beautiful and worthy of admiration; the Gospel beautiful and worthy of admiration.
All this can happen if the Christian makes Christ Jesus, the Holy Spirit, the heavenly Father, the Virgin Mary, and the Gospel his mantle of light, and with this luminous mantle of faith, hope, charity, humility, and meekness, shows the world how great is the beauty of the Father and of the Lord and of the Holy Spirit and of the Virgin Mary and of the Body of Christ and of the truth that governs the Body of Christ. Through the Christian who reflects supernatural, divine, eternal beauty on his face and through his life, all Heaven and everything that descends to us from Heaven is admired for its beauty. Instead, if the Christian shows on his face the darkness of hell and the face of Satan, people will think that all Heaven is as sad and as dark as his face. An example can help us: one day I was in a cathedral to participate in one of the many obligatory rituals. Upon hearing the chants and seeing the sadness on everyone's face, I addressed this prayer to our heavenly Mother: “If hell is like this, Holy Mother, help me not to end up there.”
The Lord can never listen to chants performed with the highest artistry but without heart. Likewise, the Lord can never be pleased with a celebration carried out without Christ Jesus in the heart, a liturgy in which He is not the One celebrating it with our heart. In which He is not the One speaking and singing with our mouth. Everything in us, children of Mary, everything in us, members of the Body of Christ, even the simplest of words, the poorest of our actions, must be worthy of admiration. Our life must show everything of God: love, wisdom, understanding, truth, light, divine almightiness, faithfulness, and every other divine virtue or quality.
What the Lord says in the Book of Deuteronomy concerning the nations who were to be left speechless before the vision of the supernatural beauty of His people, who observed His wise Law, must be able to be said today of every Christian, and even more so of the one, holy, Catholic, Apostolic Church. Here is what the Lord asks of His people:
"Now, Israel, hear the statutes and decrees which I am teaching you to observe, that you may live, and may enter in and take possession of the land which the LORD, the God of your fathers, is giving you. In your observance of the commandments of the LORD, your God, which I enjoin upon you, you shall not add to what I command you nor subtract from it. You have seen with your own eyes what the LORD did at Baal-peor: the LORD, your God, destroyed from your midst everyone that followed the Baal of Peor; but you, who clung to the LORD, your God, are all alive today. Therefore, I teach you the statutes and decrees as the LORD, my God, has commanded me, that you may observe them in the land you are entering to occupy.  Observe them carefully, for thus will you give evidence of your wisdom and intelligence to the nations, who will hear of all these statutes and say, 'This great nation is truly a wise and intelligent people.' For what great nation is there that has gods so close to it as the LORD, our God, is to us whenever we call upon him? Or what great nation has statutes and decrees that are as just as this whole law which I am setting before you today?
"However, take care and be earnestly on your guard not to forget the things which your own eyes have seen, nor let them slip from your memory as long as you live, but teach them to your children and to your children's children. There was the day on which you stood before the LORD, your God, at Horeb, and he said to me, 'Assemble the people for me; I will have them hear my words, that they may learn to fear me as long as they live in the land and may so teach their children.' You came near and stood at the foot of the mountain, which blazed to the very sky with fire and was enveloped in a dense black cloud. Then the LORD spoke to you from the midst of the fire. You heard the sound of the words, but saw no form; there was only a voice. He proclaimed to you his covenant, which he commanded you to keep: the ten commandments, which he wrote on two tablets of stone. The LORD charged me at that time to teach you the statutes and decrees which you are to observe over in the land you will occupy.
"You saw no form at all on the day the LORD spoke to you at Horeb from the midst of the fire. Be strictly on your guard, therefore, not to degrade yourselves by fashioning an idol to represent any figure, whether it be the form of a man or a woman, of any animal on the earth or of any bird that flies in the sky, of anything that crawls on the ground or of any fish in the waters under the earth. And when you look up to the heavens and behold the sun or the moon or any star among the heavenly hosts, do not be led astray into adoring them and serving them. These the LORD, your God, has let fall to the lot of all other nations under the heavens; but you he has taken and led out of that iron foundry, Egypt, that you might be his very own people, as you are today.
Since the LORD was angered against me on your account and swore that I should not cross the Jordan nor enter the good land which he is giving you as a heritage, I myself shall die in this country without crossing the Jordan; but you will cross over and take possession of that good land.
Take heed, therefore, lest, forgetting the covenant which the LORD, your God, has made with you, you fashion for yourselves against his command an idol in any form whatsoever. For the LORD, your God, is a consuming fire, a jealous God. "When you have children and grandchildren, and have grown old in the land, should you then degrade yourselves by fashioning an idol in any form and by this evil done in his sight provoke the LORD, your God, I call heaven and earth this day to witness against you, that you shall all quickly perish from the land which you will occupy when you cross the Jordan. You shall not live in it for any length of time but shall be promptly wiped out. The LORD will scatter you among the nations, and there shall remain but a handful of you among the nations to which the LORD will lead you. There you shall serve gods fashioned by the hands of man out of wood and stone, gods which can neither see nor hear, neither eat nor smell. Yet there too you shall seek the LORD, your God; and you shall indeed find him when you search after him with your whole heart and your whole soul. In your distress, when all these things shall have come upon you, you shall finally return to the LORD, your God, and heed his voice. Since the LORD, your God, is a merciful God, he will not abandon and destroy you, nor forget the covenant which under oath he made with your fathers.
"Ask now of the days of old, before your time, ever since God created man upon the earth; ask from one end of the sky to the other: Did anything so great ever happen before? Was it ever heard?  Did a people ever hear the voice of God speaking from the midst of fire, as you did, and live? Or did any god venture to go and take a nation for himself from the midst of another nation, by testings, by signs and wonders, by war, with his strong hand and outstretched arm, and by great terrors, all of which the LORD, your God, did for you in Egypt before your very eyes? All this you were allowed to see that you might know the LORD is God and there is no other. Out of the heavens he let you hear his voice to discipline you; on earth he let you see his great fire, and you heard him speaking out of the fire. For love of your fathers he chose their descendants and personally led you out of Egypt by his great power, driving out of your way nations greater and mightier than you, so as to bring you in and to make their land your heritage, as it is today. This is why you must now know, and fix in your heart, that the LORD is God in the heavens above and on earth below, and that there is no other. You must keep his statutes and commandments which I enjoin on you today, that you and your children after you may prosper, and that you may have long life on the land which the LORD, your God, is giving you forever."
Then Moses set apart three cities in the region east of the Jordan, that a homicide might take refuge there if he unwittingly killed his neighbor to whom he had previously borne no malice, and that he might save his life by fleeing to one of these cities: Bezer in the desert, in the region of the plateau, for the Reubenites; Ramoth in Gilead for the Gadites; and Golan in Bashan for the Manassehites. This is the law which Moses set before the Israelites. These are the ordinances, statutes and decrees which he proclaimed to them when they had come out of Egypt and were beyond the Jordan in the ravine opposite Beth-peor, in the land of Sihon, king of the Amorites, who dwelt in Heshbon and whom Moses and the Israelites defeated after coming out of Egypt. They occupied his land and the land of Og, king of Bashan, as well - the land of these two kings of the Amorites in the region east of the Jordan: from Aroer on the edge of the Wadi Arnon to Mount Sion (that is Hermon) and all the Arabah east of the Jordan, as far as the Arabah Sea under the slopes of Pisgah. (Dt 4,1-49). 
Virgin Mary, Mother of the Redemption, help us to imitate You in Your solicitude, in Your love, in Your beauty. Angels and Saints of Heaven, make our hearts and minds pure. If the world sees, Holy Mother, Your beauty on our faces and in our lives, because, like You, we consecrate ourselves to the obedience to every Word of Your Son, surely those who are of good will shall let themselves be drawn and shall be converted. Disobedience to the Word is poison for the Church and for the world.
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